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Message From The President

Hello Nevada Society of Health System
Pharmacist Members,

First | would like to start this newsletter
by letting our members know that |

would love to hear from you about ways
NVSHP can help you advance your prac-
tice in the state. We are your organiza-
tion and are here to support our mem-
bers!

May was all about membership, member-
ship, membership!

Hopefully you were able to attend one of our
social events to kick off our May member-
ship drive. Both events in Las Vegas and
Reno were well attended and a lot of fun! Be
on the lookout for new NVSHP polo shirts
and pins, designed by the membership com-
mittee, that were distributed at the social.
The pins and polo shirts will be distributed
at future CE and social events. If you would
like to order a polo before our next event,
please contact us at nvshpinfo@gmail.com
for more information. Also, please be on the
lookout for your new membership card in
early July.

In February, | was able to attend the first
annual Pharmacy technician meeting in
Reno. It was a huge success! All CE was
specific for technicians and technician stu-
dents. We received great feedback from
those in attendance and are looking forward
to offering a similar meeting in southern
Nevada this fall.

Members from the Legislative committee
have been attending Nevada State Board of
Pharmacy meetings monthly and are keep-
ing the NVSHP Board and members updated
on issues that have been discussed. We are
looking forward to more active involvement
on legislative issues and welcome any mem-
bers who may be interested in volunteering
their time.

The education committee has been hard at
work planning the 4 t Annual meeting,
which will be held on October 14 th and 15t

in Reno. The t heme
meeting is OCultivat
Practicebod. There wi

quality CE sessions offered again this year,
including a last chance law CE provided by
the Nevada State Board of Pharmacy.

I am personally looking forward to hearing

an update on the 2011 ASHP Summer Meet-
ing, where the House of Delegates will meet.
Two NVSHP members, Julie Rogers and
Caryn Bing, will be representing NVSHP

and Nevada ASHP members at the meeting
in early June. The regional delegates confer-
ence (RDC) took place in early May, more
information on the is available in this news-
letter.

Be sure to mark your calendars for upcom-
ing events. They are great for catching up
with old friends, networking, and of course
learning. Thanks for everyone who has at-
tended or sponsored a Nevada Society of
Health System Pharmacy event. These
events are successful because of you!

Once again, | want to personally extend ap-
preciation to those who volunteer their time,
effort, and ideas to help this organization be
successful in serving the needs of our state.
All of the highlights listed above would not
have been possible without the time and
talents of our Board members and commit-
tee members!

Regards,
Tracie Balvanz
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Valleywide Antimicrobial Stewardship
Las Vegas

The April 2011 Valleywide Antimicrobial Stewardship meeting was held at the
Southern Nevada Health District in Las Vegas. Dr. Philipp Schuetz, who is the lead
author of the procalcitonin ProHOSP trial, was the guest speaker. He presented the
data from the trial which identified that patients whose antimicrobial therapy was
guided by procalcitonin assay levels had lower rates of antibiotic exposure and antibi-
otic-associated adverse effects. The program was sponsored by Thermo Fisher Scien-
tific, who supply the procalcitonin tests. This test is currently not being used in Las
Vegas, but if the group determines that there is some utility in using it to help with
antimicrobial stewardship, then the labs will make it available. There was also a C.
difficile hospital protocol provided at the meeting that the Valleywide Antimicrobial
Stewardship group collaborated on at their last meeting. They requested people con-
sider bringing it through their hospitals so there could be standardizing of treat-

ments. If you would like more information on the Valleywide Antimicrobial Steward-
ship program, please contact Diana Rhee, Pharm.D., Assistant Professor of Pharmacy
Practice, University of Southern Nevada and Clinical Faculty at Desert Springs Hos-
pital. ( drhee@usn.edu) The ProHOSP trial data was published in JAMA, September
9, 2009: 302(10):1059-1066.

Operation Medicine Cabinet
by Candace Ly USN P1 Student

On Saturday April 30 t, Operation Medicine Cabinet hosted its third drug -take back
event in collaboration with the Universi
ness Team, law enforcement, and various agencies, to provide the citizens of Southern
Nevada a safe and environmentally friendly method to dispose of medication. There
were 8 different venues throughout the Las Vegas area with at least 6 volunteers
(most of whom were NVSHP members) at each site on hand from 10 am to 2 pm to
collect unused, expired, or unwanted medications. More than 500 pounds of material
was collected and identified, dropped off by several hundred people.

USN students, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), and the Police depart-
ment worked tirelessly to help assist Las Vegas residents with the drop off event.
This was a perfect opportunity to see law enforcement work hand in hand with vari-
ous agencies and local pharmacy students, as well as citizens pitching in and doing
their part. Thank you to everyone who came out to support the event and to those
who dropped off their medications. The support was tremendous and it is the reason
why Operation Medicine Cabinet exists and is able to fulfill its mission. It is a simple
reminder that any contribution of time and effort, no matter how small, can have im-
mense implications for our future and community. If we work in partnership with
each other, then together we can help our city thrive and live in a safer tomorrow.

Agai n, speci al thanks to USNG&6s Dr. Paul
Enforcement Administration, Henderson Police Department, Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department, North Las Vegas Police, Southern Nevada Health District, Nar-
cotics Education Foundation of Nevada, Pain in the Drain, Clark County Coroner, RX
DrugSafe, and 8 News NOW.
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NVSHP Southern Nevada Social Mixer

Julie Rodgers, organizer of the event, socializing wit
fellow NVSHP members and guests

a
Starbucks giftcard from Julie Rodgers for answering the
most correct answers on the NVSHP Trivia Game

Michelle Blair (P2 representativewinner of a free Tshirt
raffle prize

Above (left to right) - Katie Craven, Paul Oester-
man, Neloufar Eshraghi, Jigisha Amin




